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THE SEKI INDIANS

Whom Charley Meadow Aim to

Conquer An Expedition to Sail
Down the Colorado River.

Professor W.J. McGee, of the bureau
of ethnology, Washington, has received
reports from Mexico that the Mexican
holder of the title has transferred his
concessions on Tiburon island, a tract
of 500 square miles, to Charles A.
Meadows, with the tacit agreement of
the Mexican government.

Meadows proposes to fit out an expe-

dition of twenty men, as typically
of that part of the country

as himself, and to sail from Yuma, Ari-

zona, down the Colorado river to the
Gulf of California, to the Island of
Tiburon, on board a ship provisioned
for four months and armed with two
five-inc- h rapid-fir- e Maxim guns. The
expedition is in quest of gold, as well
as other valuable metals, with which
the island is supposed to abound, and
of which traces have been found by
the expedition of which Professor Mc-Ge- e

was in charge.
Professor McGee is peculiarly well

qualified to give interesting light on
this expedition, both because of differ-
ent trips he has made in the interest of
the bureau of ethnology to Tiburon
Island, the'home "of the fierce tribe o'f

Seri Indians, and because he has met
and known not only "Arizona Charley,"
but other members of the invading
party.

,"The striking feature of this expedi-

tion, however harsh and inhuman,"
said Mr. McGee, "is that in order to
gain this concession 'Arizona Charley'
agreed to extirpate the entire tribe of
Seri Indians, who now number but 350

to 400, after 200 years of most contin-
ual warfare against every alien race
which has come in contact with them
Apache, Spaniard, Mexican and Amer-
ican."
'Although the Mexican government

denies the report, yet it is the opinion
of Professor McGee that though the
Mexican government may not give this
scheme open support, yet it will aid it
with every means in its power.

"These Indians," said Professor Mc-

Gee, "who believe they attain righte-
ousness by slaying human beings,
have been a source of the greatest
trouble to Mexico for over 200 years,
harassing it beyond all endurance, and
ever since the government has had any
organization at all it has endeavored
to bring about their extirmination, and
spent vast sums of money in the effort,
but with no success. To Mexico they
have been the fly in the ointment.

"Of all the inhabitants of Hermo-sill- o,

some miles from Tiburon Island
and they number some 7,000, there is
not one who has not a holy terror of
the very name or suggestion of the
Seri Indian. This dread has been
caused by two centuries of experience
with this most remarkable tribe of In-
dians, who every now and then descend
Jipon the near by settlements, and with
their bows and poisoned arrows kill
man, woman and child. And there is
not a man for miles around who does
not number one such experience with
these Indians.

"Their island" is so situated that re-

dress is impossible. Separated from
the mainland by a turbulent strait El
Infernillo, or Hellish Strait whose

waters race with the outgoing tide at
the rate of from fifteen to twenty miles
an hour, access by boat is almost itn
possible. The island is further pro-

tected by a wide belt of contiguous
desert mainland, a stretch of saline
playas and sand dunes something like
the Mohave desert over which only the
Seri Indian can travel in safety. The
island is almost practically waterless.
In all the half dozen valleys, the hun
dred barrancas and the thousand
gorges there are, less than a dozen
nominally permanent and but two or
three actually permanent sources of
fresh water in the whole Seri country,

"The Seri prefers to live in his
mountain fastness. By centuries of
life in the arid regions he has learned
to accommodate himself to his environ
ment, and in the struggle for existence
only the fit types have survived. It
might be added that only the fittest are
allowed to survive, likewise only the
very fit are allowed to have progeny.
Marriage is their most sacred function,
and their greatest sin is intermarriage
with an alien, which is punishable by
death."

The Seris are people of statuesque
frame, rugged and capable of every
hardship. They are large chested and
splendidly limbed. Their fleetness of
foot is hardly conceivable, but is
vouched for by eminent scientists in
government employ. Half-grow- n Seri
boys are fond of hunting jack-rabbit- s.

They usually go out for this purpose in
threes and fours, and when the hare is
started they scatter, one following it
slowly, while the others set off ob-

liquely in such manner as to head it off
and keep it in a zigzag or doubting
course until it tires, and they then
close in and take the animal in their
hands, frequently bringing it in alive
to show that it was fairly caught for
it is deemed discreditable to take game
animals without giving them opportu-
nity for escape. Seer are caught in
the same manner by adults.

Their feet are abnormally tough.
The skin on the soles has been de-

scribed as more like that of a horse or
camel than the ordinary human type.
The Seri have been known to run
through cactus thickets, or even, over
conglomerated spoll-be- s so sharp that
even the light coyote leaves its trail.
The Seris are wanderers of the desert,
seldom sleeping long in the same
place. A mere flimsy skeleton bower
of boughs, covered perhaps rudely with
turtle shells and sponges, suffices for
protection from sun and wind. They
live chiefly on turtles, fish and other
food of the sea, besides land game, eat-

ing most of it raw and the rest of it
very slightly cooked.

They neither sow nor cultivate the
soil, though it is but just to say that
there is no soil worthy of the name in
Seri-lan- d. The scant moisture and the
slow-growi- plants do not produce
food. The gray or ashen earth between
the scattered plant colonies glares
starkly in the glowing sunlight, in-

flaming the eyes of the traveler as
snow-blindnes- s, and one's" limbs sink
krtee deepln the ground, honeycombed
with the surface holes of the ground
squirrejj. The o,nly.wearing apparel of
the Seris is a kilt or skirt extending
from1 iriist to. knee, the .rest' of the
body-bein- bare. '

Such is, the island and country that
"Arizona Charley" and his party in

tend to invade, and such is the tribe
which they intend to conquerand anni-
hilate a tribe which has so inspired the
people around with an abject fear that
they are afraid to face' them except in
an army and an army is out of the
question in that burning country.

Found Skeleton.
Joe Burke, who has been visiting

friends in Williams, informs us that a
sheepherder in the employ of Capt.
Smith, found the body of a man a
short distance from Seligman yester-
day morning. The body was reduced
to a skeleton and identification was im-

possible. In the clothes $300 in gold
and some silver and currency was
found, but nothing that would lead to
the identity of the remains. The hat
found near the body contained the
name of a mercantile firm at The
Dalles, Oregon. A bullet hole in the
skull and a revolver beside the corpse
told the tale of the snuffing out 'of this
life. About two months ago a stranger
left two grips at the Harvey House at
Seligman and stated that he was going
out a short distance and would soon
return. He never came back and it is
supposed that the grewsome find was
the body of this man. The same day
a sheepherder for James Walsh found
the body of another man several miles
from Seligman, and a party had been
sent out to make an investigation.
Mohave Miner.

Conductor Null Injured.
Conductor Null of the short run met

with a serious accident last Sunday
evening, while working in the yards
here.

He was standing on the caboose as
the train was moving along at a fair
rate of speed when the train broke in
two, setting the air suddenly on the
caboose. He was thrown forward from
the top of the caboose into a coal car,
striking on his head and shoulders.

Apparently no bones were broken,
but Null was unconscious and contin-
ued so up to the time he was heard
from two days later at the hospital at
Albuquerque.

Box B&.iBLB.r.

The Ladies' Aid Society of the
Methodist church will hold a combi-
nation Festival and Box Bazaar in
Hotel Carrollton on the evening of
September 26th. Baskets provided
with supper sufficient for two are re-

quested of all ladies attending, and
will be disposed of at reasonable rates,
and at the Bazaar counters boxes and
packages of merchandise will be dis-

posed of as the boys say when "swop-
ping" knives "on signt on seen," but
nothing above its reasonable value.
Come and exchange a little silver for
a golden opportunity for enjoyment.

DeeUh of Gen. Williamson.
New York papers give the account of

the death of Gen. J. A. Williamson,
formerly a prominent resident of Albu-
querque. Death was caused by a com-

plication of diseases and occurred last
Sunday. General Williamson was in-

strumental in the building of the At-

lantic A Pacific railroad and acted as
president of that system for a number
of years. When the road was sold
General Williamson moved east, where
he lived until his death. He had large
holdings of Albuquerque real estate.

OFFICIALLY DEAD.

An Incident of Governor Brodlo's Mili-

tary Carreer.

Governor Brodie has the unique dis-

tinction of having been officially dead
for ten years. On the military records
at West Point he was marked deceased
from 1890 to 1900. It came about
through an accident that took place in
this valley ten years ago. A report
reached West Point that Governor
Brodie had been killed, and the writing
of his obituary was assigned to a class-
mate. The classmate called upon an-

other for assistance in preparing the
data, and the latter wrote to the- - gov-

ernor requesting that he write his own
obituary. The governor treated the
matter in the light of a joke, and al-

lowed it to pass from his mind. Sev-

eral years after he learned that as far
as the military records went he was
dead. When Governor Brodie went
east to start for Cuba, and began help-

ing to put down the enemy, he looked
over the records and paid five dollars
to have a transcript made of his death
notice. At the same time he had the
record made to read that he was still
alive. Republican.

Obituary.
Martha, the ld daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Campbell, died
Sunday morning at 1 o'clock of a com-

plicated case of typhoid fever, after an
illness of three weeks.

All earthly efforts to save her from
the grim messenger proved unavailing
and her sweet young life was cut short
upon the comingof the Sabbath day.

Though her days upon earth were all
too short, her sweet face and loving
little soul had touched the most tender
chords of love in her parents and friends
and the sad parting only the healing
hand of time can cure.

The funeral services were held at the
home, conducted by Rev. Geo. Logie,
Monday at 3 o'clock, and the remains
interred in the Masonic cemetery.

The many friends of Mr. and Mrs.
Campbell grieve with them in their
loss.

Died In the Philippines.
Mr. M. W. Wray was the recipient of

sorrowful news this week, and was
wholly unprepared for it. His son,
Orville Wray, a young man in vigorous
health when last heard from in the
far away Philippines, was stricken
with.Asiatic cholera and died before
even word of his illness reached his
parents. He was 23 years of age, and
enlisted in the Thirty-secon- d Infantry,
U. S. Volunteers, with which he served
with distinction until mustered out of
the service a short time prior to his
death. Mr. and Mrs. Wray have the
sympathy of the entire community in
their bereavement.

E. S. Cl&rk Honored.
Attorney E. S. Clark, who for years

was a prominent figure in Republican
affairs of Coconino county, was given
the nomination for district attorney on
the Republican ticket of Yavapai coun-

ty at their recent convention.
Mr. Clark is a brilliant lawyer and a

man of exceptional ability. His many
friends here are much pleased at his
political preferment, and his opponent
on the Democratic ticket will know that
there is considerable opposition.
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